
 
· Huron Sunrise Trail , Hoeft State Park to Forty Mile Point in Presque 

Isle County: Plans for the 
two-mile extension along 
beautiful Lake Huron are 
moving slowly but surely.  
Construction is now slated 
for 2007. 

· Gaylord to Mackinaw 
City Trail: Wow!!! See 
story on page 2 about the 
construction schedule for 
improving this long and 
lovely trail through Otsego and Cheboygan counties. 

 
· Little Traverse Wheelway (LTW) through Resort Bluffs in Emmet 

County.  East Park in Resort Township will probably remain closed un-
til 2007.  However, efforts are being made to allow the LTW that runs 
behind the cleanup site to open earlier.  Watch our website for up to 
date information. In the meantime, efforts continue to find a solution 
for the remaining 162 foot lot that is not under an easement agreement. 

 
· Little Traverse Wheelway to Harbor Springs:  Wow!!! The $950,000 

grant for engineering and building the trail from Little Traverse Town-
ship Park at the airport three miles into the City of Harbor Springs has 
been obtained by Harbor Inc., a TOMTC supporter.  Further planning, 
bidding, and easement-seeking will take time with construction  ex-
pected to take place during the 2008 season.  These things take time. 
Another great success!!! 

 
· Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail: The trail committee continues to 

seek an official applicant for the approximately $3 million grant re-
quired for the whole trail.  The 5.5 miles of phase 1 from Boyne City to 
Pincherry Road will cost about $1.2 million. Phase 2, 8.4 miles on to 
the junction with the LTW, will cost about $1.8 million. 

 
 

WE ARE UPDATING 
OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS 

FILE. 
 

PLEASE E MAIL US at 
friend@trailscouncil.org 

REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER OR NOT 

YOU HAVE CHANGED 
YOUR  

ADDRESS 
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Crossing the Sturgeon on the Gaylord to Mackinaw City Trail 
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GREAT NEWS FROM ALPENA 

 
The fine city of Alpena has begin to plan for an 
expansion of their urban trail, the Alpena Bi-Path 
into the northern part of the city.  Currently the 
trail consists of one ten mile main loop with sev-
eral spurs and connectors for a total of 14 miles.  
The expansion would add several miles and link 
together such places as McRae Park, the Lincoln 
School, and the proposed Great Lakes Heritage 
Center.   
 
We will be working to assure that the new loop 
connects smoothly to our Alpena-Mackinaw City 
Trail that comes into the city in the area of the 
new loop. 
 
Someday (don’t get too excited yet) it will be pos-
sible to jump on your bike anywhere in Alpena 
and end up in Mackinaw City, all on a flat, traffic- 
free trail.  You could walk or run it too. 
 
Congratulations to the City of Alpena for working 
to make their already top-notch trail even better. 
 

 
Welcome to our NEW BOARD MEMBER   
Sharon Schilke.  Sharon comes to us because of 
her group’s activity in promoting improvement of 
the trail between  Mackinaw City and Hawks, part 
of the Alpena to Mackinac Trail. 
 
She has had a long career in marketing, public re-
lations, and human resources with Dow Chemical 
Company, Means Industries of Saginaw, and was 
the Executive Director of the Presque Isle County 
Development Commission.  Currently she owns 
and operates S & S Services, a business consulting 
firm specializing in marketing, public relations, 
and training. 
 
She and her husband, Reverend Stephen Schilke, 
live in Onaway. 

 
Put our ANNUAL MEET-
ING on your calendar for 
May.  It’s a good opportu-
nity to hear a good speaker 
and schmooze with fellow 
trail enthusiasts.  Details 
TBA on the website soon. 

 
Soon our MEMBER-
SHIPS will all expire on 
June 1, the same day for 
all members.  This action 
will simplify and mod-
ernize our office proce-
dures and improve ser-
vice to members.  Stay 
tuned!!!  

 Did you know that many 

studies show that trails 

increase  values  of 

homes and property near 

them?   

GAYLORD TO MACKINAW CITY TRAIL CONSTRUCTION ON SCHE DULE 
 
The Gaylord to Cheboygan Trail and on into Mackinaw City is going to be surfaced later this year! The Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resources, with the support of the Top of Michigan Trails Council, has secured 
funding to develop the 62 miles of rail-trail between Gaylord and Mackinaw City with a packed, crushed lime-
stone surface. This surface will be excellent for year round multi-use trail needs.  Included in the construction 
project will be a comprehensive sign package including new safety signs, confidence markers, mile markers, 
and trail information kiosks at each of the seven communities the trail goes through.  
 
The trail construction is planned for this fall.  Construction will take place in segments,  completing all the 
needed work and opening one segment up before closing the next segment. TOMTC will be providing con-
struction updates on the project throughout the year and current segment closure information will be posted on 
the website. 
 
The current schedule calls for construction  to start August 1, 2006,  and finish by November 30, 2006. Con-
struction is planned to begin in Gaylord and continue north in segments such as Gaylord to Vanderbilt, Van-
derbilt to Wolverine, Wolverine to Indian River, Indian River to Topinabee, Topinabee to Cheboygan, Che-
boygan to Mackinaw City.  Once a segment is opened, you are welcome to come check out the new surface.   



May 20, Indian River to Vanderbilt. (20.6 miles, 3 
hours)  Ride on the Gaylord-Cheboygan before it is im-
proved with crushed limestone later this summer. Re-
turn to Indian River via the trail or take a shuttle back 
to your car.  Meet before 10 am on the trail behind the 
Indian River Chamber of Commerce. Mountain bikes 
are recommended for this ride. 
 
May 23, Annual Meeting, Petoskey.  Details TBA. 
 
June 3, National Trails Day Ride. Charlevoix to Bay 
Harbor. (distances up to 24 miles on all-paved trail) 
Start between 9 and 11 am from the trailhead at Charle-
voix Twp. Park on Waller Road. Jointly sponsored by 
Charlevoix Area Chamber of Commerce. Register by 
calling the Chamber at (800) 951-2101. 
 
June 24, Petoskey Historic Festival Ride.  Petoskey to 
Harbor Springs. (various round trip distances up to 18 
miles) Meet between 9 and 11 am at Mineral Well 
Park, Lake Street at the Bear River. Various turnaround 
points along the way.  Paved surface all the way. 
 
July 1, Millersburg Loop Ride. (17 miles, 1 1/2 hours) 
Meet at the old depot in downtown Millersburg before 
10 am. Ride along the rail-trail south of town and then 
loop back through vintage northern Michigan cottage 
scenery. 
 
July 15, Ride to Colonial Point and the Chaboiganing 
Preserve with the Little Traverse Conservancy. (17.5 
miles, 2 hours)  Meet at the Brutus Camp Deli before 
10 am for a loop ride that returns to Brutus via local 
roads. Expert commentary on the two preserves from 
the LTC staff. Register for this ride by calling the Con-
servancy at (231) 347-0991. 
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July 29, Around Paradise Lake, Carp Lake.  (18 
miles, 2 hours) Meet at the DNR boat launch 300 
feet south of Goldie’s Restaurant before 10 am.  A 
popular ride along the Petoskey-Mackinaw City 
trail and lightly traveled local roads with some 
nice views of Paradise Lake. 
 
August 12, Alpena Bi-Path Plus. (17 miles, 2 
hours)  Meet at South Riverfront Park before 10 
am for a ride on Alpena’s urban jewel plus a sce-
nic country spur.  See what a well-done urban trail 
looks like. 
 
August 26, Mackinaw City Looper. (20 miles, 2+ 
hours)  This annual ride will follow all paved trails 
except for seven miles at the northern limit of the 
Petoskey-Mac City Trail.  Meet before 10 am at 
the DNR Trailhead.  Turn off Nicolet Street into 
the Mackinaw Crossing parking lot and look for 
the trailhead on the left. 
 
 

FOR UPDATES ON THIS SCHEDULE AS 
EVENTS ARE ADDED AND CHANGES ARE-
MADE SEE OUR WEBSITE: We also include 

events sponsored by other groups.   
www. trailscouncil.org 

 
Congratulations to Joellen Tryban, Grant Cin-
der and Larry Sullivan for winning the Pop 
Quiz in the winter Trail Wise by noticing that 
Amanda had her bicycle helmet on backwards.  
You may pick up your free T-shirt at the Trails 
Council office. 

Some of our trails pass 

through wilderness or the illu-

sion of wilderness.  These 

natural corridors permit move-

ment of wildlife and open up 

views that cannot be seen from 

our highways.  If you are envi-

ronmentally conscious you 

should consider trails as help-

ful to preserving our natural 
areas. Join us today!! 



 

UMBRELLA GETS BIGGER 
 

TOMTC’s umbrella grew recently 
when a new group knows as “Friends 
of the Hawks to Mackinaw Trail” 
agreed to affiliate with us as one of 
our trail committees.  The friends 
group was formed as the result of  dis-
cussions over trail improvements on a 
segment of our longest trail, the Al-
pena to Mackinac, initiated by DRN 
Trail Coordinator Emily Meyerson.   
 
The Alpena to Mackinac Trail is ab-
solutely beautiful and definitely worth 
visiting.  Progress has begun. 
 
See article on page 2 regarding 
Sharon Schilke, our newest board 
member from Onaway. 

TOMTC 
445 East Mitchell St. 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
Tel: (231) 348-8280 
Fax (231) 348-8304 

Email: info@trailscouncil.org 
Web: www.trailscouncil.org 
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TRAIL MIX 

 
        www.trailscouncil.org    there 

 We are. 
 
The Indian River Chamber of Commerce recently named the TOP OF 
MICHIGAN TRAILS COUNCIL the “Organization of the Year” 
during its annual award ceremony in February. 
 
We were honored for our work in winning the $1.2 million dollar 
grant to surface the Gaylord to Cheboygan Trail that passes through 
Indian River and for our role in encouraging the beautification of the 
corridor through the downtown area. 
 
The award was accepted for TOMTC by new Executive Director 
Anne McDevitt, new president Charlie MacInnis, and board mem-
ber and Cheboygan Trail Committee Chairman Jim Conboy.  Also 
present was DNR Trails Coordinator Emily Meyerson. 
 
We thank the chamber for this honor. 
  

WHO’S THE ORGANIZATION OF THE YEAR?

 
 

Five Corleys on the Little 
 Traverse Wheelway. 

TOMTC thanks former 
president  Jerry Corley 
for his service to our or-
ganization. 

WHY IS IT GOOD TO BE A MEMBER OF THE TOP OF 

MICHIGAN TRAILS COUNCIL?   

· You are supporting an organization devoted to development of 

trails in northern Michigan. 

· You are helping us leave a legacy for the children of the com-

munity. 

· Your council is contributing to the quality of life for everyone 

who lives, works, and plays here. 


