
GETTING SOMEWHERE 
 

In today’s economy as always, some organizations go back-
ward, some struggle to stay even, and some get somewhere. 
 
So where is TOMTC?  Which direction are we going and 
how can we tell how we are doing? 
 
With no profit line or stock performance to guide us, what might be the best measure of how 
our small non-profit is doing?  We could look at our financial picture or our membership sta-
tistics, both of which could always be stronger, but a better measure is how well we are ful-
filling our mission statement: “to advocate and facilitate the development of a network of 
safe,  multi-purpose recreational trails in northern Michigan.”  
 
By this standard we are really getting somewhere.  Before TOMTC was founded in 1995 
“we” were working on a trail from Petoskey to Harbor Springs.  
 

�� We can now fairly claim influence over 259 miles of acquired right of way, mostly 
on abandoned railway lines.   Most of the right of way is established, that is, either 
a  trail is there or negotiations are well under way to establish the route.  

 
�� Of that 259 miles 179 are currently “unimproved” with a mostly natural surface of 

dirt or gravel, 47.5 miles  are considered “improved” with either an asphalt or 
crushed limestone surface.  

  
�� And 32.5 miles are classified as acquired right of way, mostly actual with some 

pending. 
 
With the completion of the surfacing project of the entire 49-mile Gaylord to Cheboygan 
Trail in November 2006 we will more than double our number of improved miles to 96.5 and 
the percentage to 37%.  We also have the grant in hand for an additional 3.5 miles of asphalt 
paving of the Little Traverse Wheelway into Harbor Springs in 2008 that will bring our total 
to an even 100 miles or nearly 40% of our total.  In addition, extension of the Huron Sunrise 
Trail, a new loop on the Alpena Bi-Path, and the expected building of the Boyne Trail and 
the Boyne City to Charlevoix Trail, all currently priority projects,  will bring this percentage  
up close to 50%. 
 
We can also report that there is activity of varying intensity along almost all of “our” trails 
the future looks bright for an eventual “build-out” of our entire network. 
 
But it is also true that, no matter how great our success, our system will never be fully  “built 
out.” As examples, wouldn’t we all like to see a trail from Indian River to Alanson, another 
from Forty Mile Point to Cheboygan, and another from Charlevoix to Traverse City?  And 
wouldn’t we like to see our communities emulate Alpena with its expanding network of ex-
cellent trails?  There is always a new trail in the mind’s eye.                 
 
                                                                                                                (Continued on Page 4) 
 

EXCITING NEWS 
 

Recently we learned that ALL 
THE EASEMENTS finally have 
been acquired to complete the 

Little Traverse Wheelway.  The 
last 132 foot segment was pur-
chased by Emmet County with 

the necessary easement in place.  
This action culminates a long 
struggle to put the pieces to-

gether to finish the 26 mile pro-
ject.  Details to come!!!!! 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO 

ALL THOSE WHO MADE IT 
HAPPEN. 
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MEMBERS: 

Please send us your e-mail 
address if you have not yet 

done so. 



www.trailscouncil.org    

 
Let’s see, trails are good for health, good for bringing families together in a fun and 
wholesome recreational activity, and good for getting to work. 
 
What, you say, biking to work?  That’s what Dr. Josh Meyerson, a Petoskey physician 
and Director of the Northwest Michigan Community Health Agency in Charlevoix has 
done for the last couple of years.  Josh logs nearly 100 miles per week to his practice in 
Charlevoix and the LTBB Health Clinic in Harbor Springs where he works as a pedia-
trician one day per week. 
 
He has found that biking the Little Traverse Wheelway in Charlevoix and Emmet Coun-
ties has made all three  trail claims come true.  Items: 
 

�� He has lost almost fifty pounds and significantly reduced his blood pressure, 
cholesterol levels that  help overcome his family predisposition to diabetes. 

�� His family, wife Mary Jean and sons Max (7) and Gabriel (5) now does 
much of its weekend exercise together in bike rides to Petoskey State Park and 
other Wheelway destinations.  Mary Jane also serves up tasty and healthy 
meals for the whole family. 

�� And we have seen that biking is an excellent way of getting to work, even if 
the 19 door to door miles each way from home in Petoskey to work in Charle-
voix would be a little much for most people. 

 
Here’s the best part.  The trail made him do it.  He saw the trail from his car and the 
light went on.  As he says, “I can honestly say that if the trail were not there I never 
would have even thought of biking to work…Having the trail meant I had a safe, easy, 
no excuses way to commute to work by bike.” 
 
TOMTC salutes Dr. Meyerson and thanks him for sharing his story with our readers. 
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“Biking to work would be a 

way for me to ‘ find time’ for 

exercise.”  

 

Dr. Josh Meyerson  

Max, Mary Jean, Josh, Gabe 

“You can take pleasure that 

other people drive long dis-

tances to ride on a trail on 

which you are just going to 

work.”    Dr. Josh Meyerson 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  
The way is now clear 
for Josh and everyone 
else to eventually travel 
the entire Little Trav-
erse Wheelway from 
Charlevoix to Harbor 
Springs without expo-
sure to dangerous traf-
fic.  Harbor Inc. now 
has the grant in hand for 
constructing the last 
three miles into Harbor 
Springs and we will be 
intensifying our efforts 
to  bridge the Resort 
Bluffs gap east of Pe-
toskey where that last 
easement has finally 
been obtained. 

For status reports 
on all our trails 
please go to our 

website. 

FAT TO FIT:  HOW A TRAIL MADE A DIFFERENCE 



TOMTC 2006 Events  
TOMTC Events in Bold. 

 
· May 27, Indian River to Vanderbilt,* (20.6 

miles, 3 hours) Rescheduled from May 20  
· June 3, National Trails Day Ride,* Little 

Traverse Wheelway, Charlevoix to East Park 
in Bay Harbor.( + or - 26 miles)  

· June 3, Harbor Springs Cycling Classic-Spring, 
Harbor Springs  

· June 10-11, Big Mac Shoreline Spring Scenic 
Bike Tour and Bridge Ride  

· June 17, Charlevoix-Emmet County Pink Rib-
bon Ride, Boyne City  

· June 24, Petoskey Historic Festival Ride,* 
Petoskey to Harbor Springs. (+or -18 miles)  

· July 1, Millersburg Loop Ride,* (17 miles, 1 
1/2 hours)  

· July 15, Ride to the Colonial Point Nature 
Preserve with the Little Traverse Conser-
vancy, Brutus, (17.5 miles, 2 hours)  

· July 15-21, Michigander XV Mountain Bike 
Tour, 2, 6, and 7 day options, Evart  

· July 17, Ride Around Torch, Elk Rapids  
· July 30-August 5, Shoreline Bicycle Tour-

West-7 Day, Spring Lake  
· August 1, Around Paradise Lake,* Carp 

Lake (18 miles, 2 1/ hours)  
· August 5. Ride the Charx, Boyne City  
· August 12, Alpena Bi-Path Ride Plus,* (10 

miles in town and a 7 mile loop, 2 hours) 
· August 30-September 3, DALMAC, 4 and 5 day options, 

East Lansing  
· August 26, Mackinaw City Looper Ride,* 20 

miles, (2+ hours)  
· September 16-17, Big Mac Scenic Shoreline 

Fall Bike Tour & Bridge Ride, Mackinaw City  
· September 23, Harbor Springs Cycling Classic-

Fall, Harbor Springs 
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TOMTC events are low-key, non-competitive bike rides over non-
motorized trails and lightly traveled local roads.  Most are 15 to 25 
miles long and take two to four hours to complete except where 
noted. 
 
All rides this summer are FREE to the public.  For most rides 
please register in advance by calling us at our office by noon on 
the Friday preceding the event. Leave a message on the answering 
machine. Give us the names of all riders and the phone number of 
the person making the registration. Ride-ins usually welcome.  
 
POLICY CHANGE: All events will be held RAIN OR SHIN E. 
TOMTC will be at the staging area before ride time.  
 
Helmets are required and for some rides mountain or hybrid 
bikes are recommended. Please read the ride descriptions care-
fully.  

FOR UPDATES 
ON THIS SCHED-
ULE AS EVENTS 
ARE ADDED AND 
CHANGES ARE-
MADE SEE OUR 

WEBSITE:  
www. trailscouncil.

org 



        www.trailscouncil.org    there 

TOMTC 
445 East Mitchell St. 
Petoskey, MI 49770 
Tel: (231) 348-8280 
Fax (231) 348-8304 

Email: info@trailscouncil.org 
Web: www.trailscouncil.org 
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TRAIL MIX (From Page 1) 
 
So there is much to be done.  To do it we 
need more members with money and en-
ergy to help us in this important work.  If 
you would like to be a part of this excit-
ing journey please contact us by phone at 
(231) 348-8280 or by e-mail at 
info@trailscouncil.org. 
 
For more information about our relation-
ship to trails and related topics, please go 
to our website at www.trailscouncil.org.  

Thirty years already?  That’s right!!!   
It really has been thirty years since a 
group of interested  citizens began plan-
ning for the Little Traverse Wheelway.  
And now the end is near. 

Trail monitors?  Nothing official yet 
but TOMTC is considering establishing a 
system of “monitors” to keep segments 
of the trails clean, to perform very light 
maintenance, and to notify the trail 
owner when there is a serious problem. 
 
Stay tuned. 

Light in the tunnel?  As we have seen a 
light at the end of the tunnel does not 
always provide sufficient illumination to 
avoid mishaps on the way to your desti-
nation.  To brighten up the Bay Harbor 
Tunnel on the Little Traverse Wheelway, 
TOMTC, the City of Petoskey, and the 
Bay Harbor Company  are collaborating 
to install a light to be operational this 
summer. Now there’s no excuse not to 
get to the other end safely. 

Rich Moeller, the new Executive Director of the 
League of Michigan Bicyclists, joined the board at 
its April 10 meeting.  Rich comes to Michigan from 
Pennsylvania where he had a long career as an offi-
cer with the YMCA.  He cited more cooperation 
with local bike groups and trail groups as one of his 
main goals in his new endeavor.  We welcome Rich 
and wish him well. 

How’s this for leveraging 
your investment? 
 
Consumers Energy Foun-
dation has recently  made 
a $500 donation to 
TOMTC in recognition of 
the over 1,100 hours 
given by  past President 
and Co-Chairman of the 
Charlevoix Trail Commit-
tee Jerry Corley, and 
current President Charlie 
MacInnis to our organi-
zation.  Both men are for-
mer employees of Con-
sumers Energy.  We 
thank both men very 
much for their contribu-
tions to TOMTC. 

THE LITTLE TRAVERSE WHEELWAY THROUGH 
RESORT BLUFFS 

WEST OF MAGNUS PARK  
 

NOW 

COMING SOON 

EAST OF EAST PARK 
 

NOW 

COMING SOON 


